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KIRKCUDBRIGHT GOLF CLUB 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain’s Desk 

 

 

At this time of year my desk becomes frantic. All of a sudden everyone wants a bit of my 

time and that makes me excited. Match Committee is looking at your handicap, Meetings with 

Scottish Golf, the end of winter golf and all still to play for. New buggies arriving and the 

course beginning to look its pristine self. More and more ladies playing golf. Visitor making 

bookings and most members paying their subs. Juniors under instruction and repairs and 

renewals around the clubhouse, even a bit of gardening. You get that wonderful feeling that 

the new golf season is upon us. 

 

I am sure I heard a Woodpecker on the course this week, I was admiring the snowdrops to 

the right of the 14th. Let us know if you hear or see anything that lifts your heart. 

Remembers to use the club web site all the information you need is just a click away. 

The 1st of March John Maxwell our new Steward starts and that should excite all. John will 

take time to get to know you all so be patient, he will be a great asset to our club. 

 

Opening day will be Sunday the 3rd of April. It is a fun day just turn up and we will sort you 

into teams for a Texas scramble. Tell other members who are not on line. Register in the club 

house before 9.30am and we will start at 10am. The day starts with a bacon roll, included in 

your registration, fun golf and lots of chat. We will have a shotgun start so we will all be 

finished at the same time. The course will be closed to casual golf that morning. I look 

forward to welcoming all Ladies, Juniors, and Male members. Eddie Caruthers is Starter.  

 

We have a host of volunteers helping around what I like to call KBTgolf. If you wish to help 

just let me know. You will have a skill that can help our club, perhaps just an hour here and 

there. I am not hard to find if you want a chat. 

www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 
 
Follow us on Twitter: @kbtgolfclub 
 
Facebook: Kirkcudbright Golf Club 
 
Email: info@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 
 

Phone: 01557 330314 

Newsletter - March 2016 (Issue 03) 

http://www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk/
mailto:info@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk
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Maurice.  
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LADIES NEWS 

 
The Ladies organised a BINGO on 22nd February in the Bowling Club to help boost funds. 

There was a fairly good turnout and the sum raised, after deductions for expenses, prizes 

etc.  was:- £422.15p 

 

Thanks go to Caroline Ironmonger and her helpers Linda and Amy -  also the Ladies 

committee who supplied cakes, biscuits and raffle prizes. 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 1st March, the Ladies are going to Brighouse Golf Club for 9 holes of golf plus 

lunch and on the 15th March there is a Charity lunch in Kirkcudbright Clubhouse.  The Past 

Captains Lunch is on 19th March and is also being held in the Clubhouse.  We now have a 

new Steward who is starting on 1st March.  We are looking forward very much to sampling 

his wares!!  The Past Captains’ Lunch is followed by the Welcome Back day on Sunday 20th 

March.  People can play nine holes and have something to eat or one or the other.  There are 

lists in the ladies changing room for people to add names. 

 

Mary Robertson 

 

 

EGGS NEWS 

 
To date February has not been a kind month for us weather-wise. We have braved monsoon 

rain, arctic sleet, and hurricane winds on Fridays only to be beaten back to the warmth of the 

Clubhouse like drookit rats. However the suntan cream was out, the shades were on, and 

shorts nearly worn on the 12th Feb. when we held the 5th Round of our Winter League. The 

excellent weather helped the scoring with Tom Brown emerging as the winner on count-back 

with 43pts from Alan Murdoch also on 43pts followed closely by Ted Daag on 41pts. The 

cumulative score with one round to go has Alan Murdoch out in the lead with 122pts followed 

by Ted Daag on 112pts, then Ian Senior on 109pts. Any one of these three can still win with 

one round to go in March.  

 

However the defending champion, Colin Kennedy back on 108pts may just have too much to 

do even with his undoubted stamina for a birdie battle! 

 

EGGS members were heartened to hear the reports of a positive recovery made by Selwyn 

Fell from his recent surgery and we wish him well in his continuing return to full health. 

 

Iain Proudfoot 
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JUNIOR NEWS 
 

Our juniors have had two more coaching sessions with David Broadfoot at Tongland Family 

Golf Centre.  Everyone is learning new things and having lots of fun. 

 

With a couple more sessions to go this month they will all be ready for the start of the new 

season which is quickly approaching. 

 

   

   
 

  

Pictured below are fifteen of the South of Scotland junior boys squad which includes four of 

our own. Callum McMillan, Cameron Gray, Nathan Watson and William Squires. They have 

been enduring the wet weather to participate in the squads performance coaching at 

Brighouse Bay. Professionals Chris Robinson and David Broadfoot have been putting them 

through their paces in preparation for a busy season ahead. 

 

Cameron, Nathan and William are preparing for the long journey to Murcar Links, Aberdeen 

for this years Scottish Boys at the beginning of April. Good luck lads. 
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HANDICAP & COMPETITION RULES ARE CHANGING 

 

The Council of National Golf Unions (CONGU) has introduced a number of changes to the 

Unified Handicapping System.  How does this affect us at Kirkcudbright Golf Club?  Find out 

here. 

 

Q.  What are the key changes? 

 

A.  There are 4 main changes: 

 

 The Handicap Year will now be 1 January - 31 December each year, with the Annual 

Review of handicaps conducted in December and changes applied for the following 

calendar year. 

 

 In 4 Ball Better Ball match play and stroke play, strokes received will be based on 

90% of the difference in handicap (up from ¾, or 75%). 

 

 A form of continuous review of handicap will be used - a new report will alert Handicap 

Secretaries when players have had 7 x 0.1 increases in a row, triggering a review for 

potential increase in handicap. 

 

 Handicaps (for all players) can go as high as 54, with caveats. 

 

Q.  Surely 54 strokes is too many - how will lower handicap players ever win 

anything? 

 

A.  Handicaps above 28.0 (gents) or 36.0 (ladies) will be club handicaps, not for competition.  

They cannot be used at other clubs or for Opens or in any round for which a "c" (competition) 

annotated handicap is required. 

 

Q.  So why bother introducing them at all? 

 

A.  The Golf Unions in UK, including SGU, hope this will encourage new players to take up 

golf and feel more capable of competing in a casual round of golf, while at the same time 

progressing towards a competition handicap. 

 

Q.  I think there is too much slow play already - won't this make things even 

slower? 

 

A.  Slow play is definitely a constant issue, but it isn't necessarily directly connected to high 

handicappers.  Playing in a timely way and not delaying your partners or groups behind you 

is about paying attention, being well organised and always being ready to take your shot 

when it is your turn to play.  Certainly, new players need encouragement to learn this and 

will improve with experience - but many of us could do better as well! 

 

Q.  I don't care for the changes - why don't we just carry on as before at our Club? 

 

A.  Kirkcudbright Golf Club is affiliated to the SGU and therefore has an obligation to comply 

with SGU (and thus CONGU) direction.  But all clubs have a right to run their competitions as 

they wish; this includes deciding what maximum handicaps will be used in what 

rounds/competitions. 

 

Q.  So what have we decided?  And who decided it? 

 

A.  Our General Management Committee, Match Committee and EGGS Committee have all 

looked at how these changes would affect our members.  In fact, very few existing members 

would get club handicaps above the current maximum and thus the change is not as dramatic 

as might be thought.  Also, the consensus was that the Club did not wish to appear negative 

or unfriendly towards future new players.  All official competitions (generally, anything with a 

trophy) will require a "c" handicap with (at most) the old maximums; but, for example, the 

EGGS have decided that their Friday Sweeps and monthly medals will allow club handicaps 

above 28.0. 
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Q.  Don't I have a say in this? 

 

A.  Yes - all members are welcome to make their views known on these, or any other, issues; 

it is our Club.  Please discuss this and pass comments to any Committee member at any 

time, in any of the playing sections.  How we run our Club depends on what the members 

want. 

 

Q.  So when would any changes take place? 

 

A.  Officially from 1st March - so now!  But the Club will not hold the Annual Review for 

handicap changes until Monday 21st March this year (for technical reasons it has to be after 

the end of this cycle of winter golf).  So all changes - including any club handicaps - will be 

made after that date, ready for the new summer season.  The subsequent Annual Review, 

however, will be in December this year, in accordance with the new handicap cycle. 

 

 

STAR INTERVIEW 

 
This month in the hot seat is our Office Manager Colin MacLaine. Hopefully many of you have 

met him when you’ve been in to pay your 2016 membership fees.  

 

Ok Colin, what’s your handicap right now? 15.6 at end of last season 

 

& what’s the lowest it has been? 14… a long time ago 

 

What's the best course you have played? 

I’m not an expert on this! I’d rather just think about one’s I’ve enjoyed playing. Rajpruek 

Club in Bangkok is superb! I love Kingsbarns but it always bites me and locally, if I ignore 

Kirkcudbright, Stranraer takes a lot of beating. 

 

What course would you most like to play that you haven't? 

I really don’t know… I walked round part of Jasper Park Golf Club in the Canadian Rockies 

and was blown away by the course and the scenery… but signs warned us to beware of 

Grizzly Bears! 

 

If you could only play links or parkland for the rest of your life what would you 

choose? 

Parkland I think. 

 

Who would you pick to hole a 6-foot putt to win you £100? 

Eddie Carruthers… I’ve seen him sink some wonderful putts 

 

Best player you've played with or against? 

A difficult one… Donald Shamash I think, for the company as well as the golf. 

 

What has been your best moment in golf? 

Seve’s team beating the Americans at Valderrama in 1997. I was working (and playing golf) 

in Memphis then and it was great to get bragging rights over my work (and golfing) 

colleagues. 

 

Who would be your dream 4-ball? 

Without doubt (when we were all a bit younger – just a little bit), Maurice McKenna, Norman 

Russell and Peter Wimbush… laugh and play golf at the same time. 

 

What is your favourite club in the bag? 

Driver… when it is working. 

 

If you could change one thing about golf what would it be? 

Never let Donald Trump anywhere near golf again…. Ever! 
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What's the best piece of advice you've ever been given? 

How to keep the ball under the wind at Dunskey… by Maurice McKenna. 

 

What's your bogey hole at Kirkcudbright? 10th 

 

Do you have any golfing superstitions? NO 

 

Away from golf, what are your other interests? 

Curling, Astronomy, Travel… and grand kids! 

 

 

March Coaching Segment with PGA Golf Professional, David Broadfoot 

 

The countdown is on!  Only a month until the new season starts.  This months focus is on 

wedge play and in particular, distance control.  Whether you are 1 yard, or 100 yards from 

the green, distance control is vital if you want to lower your scores.  If you aren't hitting your 

shots the correct distance, you place a lot of pressure on your putting.  The chances of holing 

a putt from 5 feet are far greater than holing a putt from 10 feet.  Therefore, distance control 

is key. 

 

The 3 Keys to distance control 

There are 3 main factors which influence the distance you hit the ball, club-head speed, strike 

& loft. 

 

Club-head speed - This MUST be controlled by swing length.  A longer swing will send the ball 

further than a shorter swing, providing you can swing at a consistent tempo.  Changing your 

tempo makes life difficult as it is tough to gauge how much to speed up or slow down your 

tempo.  Maintaining a consistent tempo and altering swing length is the way to go. 

 

Strike - There are many keys to striking your wedges well.  The set-up and swing will 

influence this.  Striking the ball consistently is a major factor in controlling distance.  If you 

don't make consistent contact on the ball, it will fly different distances, no matter how 

consistent your tempo is. 

 

Loft - Again, this is influenced by set-up and swing.  If you want to control the distance you 

hit your wedges, you must be able to control the loft you present to the ball.  If the loft is 

changing every time, the ball will fly different distances. 

 

If you want to lower your scores and lower your handicap, get in touch for a wedge play 

session. It's easier than you think to improve your wedge play.  It takes a bit of practice, the 

key is to practice the correct things! 

 

This month I am offering a 90-minute wedge session for the price of 1-hour.  This 

will include the allocation of a short game handicap which will help you monitor 

your improvement.  If you can lower your short game handicap, you will be certain 

to lower your full handicap! 

 
David Broadfoot, 
PGA Golf Professional, 
Tel 07894 319236, 
email dbroadfoot87@gmail.com 

 

AND FINALLY … 
 

Finally, don’t forget this is your newsletter. If there’s anything particular you’d like to see 

included let us know. You might have a story or even photos from days gone by we could 

include. Feel free to pass them on, either to the clubhouse or contact me at 

malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk. 

mailto:dbroadfoot87@gmail.com
mailto:malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk

